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appear to have known how to temper iron so as to increase
its strength.

Of iron and of bronze were the coverings for door-posts
and the channels or tracks in which the doors swung.
Bronze was sometimes used for door-sills, as in the Par-
thenon; in decoration, as in the oculi of Ionic capitals and
rosettes of ceiling cofferings in the Erechtheion; or for
the adornment of walls, as in the Tholos of Atreus at
Mycenae. The decoration of the engaged columns at the
Tholos of Atreus suggests also the prevalence of cover-
ings of hammered bronze as a protection for wooden
columns. Doors adorned either with hammered reliefs,
as the Gates at Balawat,1 or with moulded ornaments, as
in Roman and Byzantine times, appear to have been used
by the Greeks. Such were the gates of the Temple of
Artemis at Miletos.2 According to Babin,8 who described
Athens in 1672, the doors of the Theseion were made of
iron, but it is very unlikely that these dated from the
classic Greek period.

Metal was not infrequently used for grilles (wy/eXiSc?,
/caytce\\oi, ^/oay/W), which served as barriers in a colon-
nade or to replace solid doors.

5. FOUNDATIONS AND PAVEMENTS. The foundations
of buildings varied in many ways. The ground, whether
rocky or otherwise, had first to be cleared. Foundations
were then laid either of sand, as in the Treasury of
Sybaris at Olympia; or of pebbles, as in the Heraion;
or of ashes, as in the Temple of Artemis at Ephesos ;' or
of polygonal masonry, as in the Treasury of Syracuse at
Olympia \ or of imperfectly tetragonal masonry, as in the

i Perrot et Chipiez, H, PL 12.               2 #j.#. 2885 d, p. 1121.

8 Quoted by Eittorff et Zanth, 668.